Steelhead Reintroduction
Working to bring Steelhead back to the Crooked River after 50 years

The Crooked River historically produced more steelhead than any other Deschutes Basin watershed
or area. The species has been absent from the Crooked River for more than 50 years and reestablishing
sustainable runs will be a challenge. In addition to improving habitat in the area, we've released
young steelhead (smolts) have been released i key locations to jump-start the population. The
conservation community and partners are working toward a self-propagating, sustamnable
amount of fish that can tolerate future changes in their environment, withstand

predation and perhaps some level of harvesting as the numbers stabilize.
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We installed woody debrnis mnto the nver channel to slow the water,
creating pools and providing cowver for fish. Look for root wads
stickang out of the side channel banks=. These serve an important
tunction — they slow the water flow, create hiding cover, stabilize
the side channel banks and provide surface area for microorganisms
that male up the foundation of the food web.

In 2009, A Selective Water Withdrawal (GWW) was
banlt in the reservoir belund Found Butte dam in the
Pelton-Found Butte Hydroelectnic Project. It allows for
. s N = : - o mang of three mcoming water levels and supports
Through careful design, treated wastewater 15 cocled poor to release e | : oo - TR cmaolt collection for teleasze below the dam. Some
into Crooked River, providing improved water temperature conditions -M © T e o ik o i 0 =y hatchery smolts are tagged and releazed mto the
tor fish and other aquatic species. 3 : ol k. tributaries above Lake Billy Chinook and are eventually
B - s g et g captured in the SWW. This information allows fisheries
managers to evaluate the effectrveness for the fackhty
for collecting out-going smolts. Smolts released into
the Deschutes Fiver below the project continue to the
Panfic Ocean. When the adult fish retumn, they are
collected, 1dentified as “upper level fish” and
transported for release mto Lake Billy Chinook
where they can confinue their journey to their

Dioes a steelhead live in freshwrater or salt water? The answoer 15 both! Spwreng grouncs.

Thas fascmating fish 15 one speces that can morph between two hife
torms. One stays in the nwer for its lifespan called a redband trout,
and one mugrates to the ocean and back to complete annual hife
cycles called a steelhead. The Crooked has never lacked for redband,
so our remtroduchon efforts focus on steelhead.

Fishing for reintroduced steelhead in the Crooked
River 15 years and perhaps decades away, but fish
produced mn the Crooked can be caught and
harvested m the Deschutes or Columbia Fivers
below the Pelton-Found Butte complex
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