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1. LINE DESIGN ADHERES TO PACIFICORP STANDARDS TA 041, TA 061, TC 111, AND TC 141 AND REQUIRMENTS SET FORTH IN DCSS.

GENERAL NOTES:

2. PACIFORP STRUCTURES 8/6 AND 8A/6 FROM THE PONDEROSA - PRINEVILLE 115 KV LINE WILL BE REPLACED BY 
   STRUCTURES 9 AND 10 FROM THE PRINEVILLE 115 KV LINE.

3. PACIFICORP PLAN AND PROFILE DRAWING 25575T03A - REV3 FOR PONDEROSA - PRINEVILLE 115 KV WAS USED 
   AS A REFERENCE IN AID TO THIS DESIGN.
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 PAC 7/6 - 9, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR_10000 NESC HEAVY.WIR, RULING SPAN 546 (FT), TENSION 5596 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 3116 (LBS)
 PAC 9/6 - BALDWIN SUB (EXISTING BAY), 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR - 2500 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 60 (FT), TENSION 864 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 402 (LBS)
 12 - BALDWIN SUB (NEW BAY), 0KV, 3_8EHS - 1450 CAT. 60 DEG, RULING SPAN 134 (FT), TENSION 396 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 648 (LBS)
 11 - BALDWIN SUB (NEW BAY), 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR - 2500 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 172 (FT), TENSION 1283 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 889 (LBS)
 PAC 9/6 - BALDWIN SUB (EXISTING BAY), 0KV, AC-74-552 - 1450 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 65 (FT), TENSION 722 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 1856 (LBS)
 9 - 10, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR_0950 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 194 (FT), TENSION 546 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 509 (LBS)
 10 - 11, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR_0950 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 163 (FT), TENSION 525 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 479 (LBS)
 10 - 11, 0KV, AC-74-552 - 625 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 163 (FT), TENSION 253 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 280 (LBS)
 11 - PAC 9/6, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR - 2500 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 276 (FT), TENSION 1376 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 1117 (LBS)
 9 - 10, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR_0950 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 193 (FT), TENSION 546 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 508 (LBS)
 10 - 11, 115KV, DRAKE_ACSR_0950 NESC MEDIUM.WIR, RULING SPAN 167 (FT), TENSION 526 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 212 DEG F MAX SAG 482 (LBS)
 9 - 10, 0KV, AC-74-552 - 625 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 194 (FT), TENSION 253 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 271 (LBS)
 11 - BALDWIN SUB (NEW BAY), 0KV, AC-74-552 - 1450 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 172 (FT), TENSION 623 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 1024 (LBS)
 9 - 10, 0KV, AC-74-552 - 625 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 191 (FT), TENSION 253 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 272 (LBS)
 10 - 11, 0KV, AC-74-552 - 625 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 165 (FT), TENSION 253 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) CREEP, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 280 (LBS)
 11 - PAC 9/6, 0KV, AC-74-552 - 1450 CAT. 60 DEG.WIR, RULING SPAN 274 (FT), TENSION 602 (LBS) AT 60 (DEG F) INITIAL, DISPLAYED 0 DEG F INITIAL 725 (LBS)
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City  of  Prinevi l le  
 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

FINAL DECISION (APPROVAL) 
 

 
HEARING DATE:   December 1st, 2015 
 

PROJECT NUMBER:   Cu-2015-104 
 

APPLICANT:   Prineville Solar Energy LLC 

     1 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 1800 

     Chicago, Illinois 60606 

 

PROPERTY OWNERS:  PacifiCorp 

     825 NE Multnomah Street, Ste. 1900 

     Portland, Oregon 97232 

 

     Apple Inc. 

     1 Infinite Loop 

     Cupertino, California 95014 

 

ATTORNEY:   Lori K. Murphy 

     Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP 

     Attorneys at Law 

     1567 S.W. Chandler Ave, Ste 204 

     Bend, Oregon  97702 

      

PROJECT REVIEWER: Joshua Smith 
 Senior Planner 
 
APPLICABLE CRITERIA: 
(1) City of Prineville Code of Ordinances, Title XV – Chapters 153.009, 153.014, 153.020, 
153.037, 153.038, 153.039, 153.060, 153.071, 153.083(L), 153.118, 153.135 - 153.138. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 

 

1. LOCATION:  The subject property begins at the eastern end of SW Hunter Road in 
T15S, R16E, Section 07 and ends at the PacifiCorp Baldwin Road substation in 
T15S, R15E, Section 12, Crook County Oregon. The applicant will secure a 
transmission easement agreement with Apple Inc. for most of this route (Tax Lots 
#1515000000312 and #1516070000101) and the line will terminate at the 
PacifiCorp substation (Tax Lot #1515000000313). Both property owners have 
authorized the applicant to act as agent for permitting activities. See Exhibit 1 in 
the submitted application. 
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2. ZONING:  The subject property is zoned Light Industrial (M-1) and is partly within 
the Airport Approach (AA) Overlay Zone. See Exhibit 2 in the submitted application. 
 

3. SITE DESCRIPTION:  The subject property is relatively flat, not irrigated, with 
sagebrush and juniper trees, located west of the rimrock and above the Crooked 
River. The northern property features the PacifiCorp Baldwin Road substation, 
several transmission lines, and the Apple Inc. data center. The southern property is 
currently unimproved.   
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4. PROPOSAL: The applicant requests Type II conditional use approval to construct 
and operate and operate an approximately 1-mile long 115kV power transmission 
line in the City of Prineville M-1 zone. 
 

5. Project Summary: The project will consist of a 115kV transmission line (see 
Exhibits 3 and 4 of the submitted application for preliminary engineering and 
design specifications). This power transmission line will connect the Prineville 
Solar Energy project to the PacifiCorp Baldwin Road substation.  
The area includes multiple existing power transmission lines in the Millican Power 
Corridor.  Existing power transmission lines include Central Electric Cooperative 
lines and PacifiCorp power lines. These lines cross in both a north to south 
direction and an east to west direction.   
 

6. RELATED DOCUMENTS:  PP. 2011-08, PP. 2013-08, PP. 2014-06, BA-14-0071 
(County),  ANX-2011-101, ANX-2014-100, ANX-2014-101, C-2012-107 (Data 
Center Master Plan), 217-15-000266-plng (County Solar Approval) 
 

7. LOTS OF RECORD:  The properties have been determined to be legal parcels 
based on Partition Plats, 2011-08, 2013-08, 2014-06 and County boundary 
adjustment application BA-14-0071 (CS4037). 
 

8. FINDING SUMMARY:  The primary concern with this proposal is the visual impact 
 of the lines and poles and conflicts with other infrastructure. 
 

Design review criteria for transmission lines and poles are difficult to assess, 
screening is impractical and materials are limited.  The applicant is proposing non-
reflective transmission lines on wooden brown poles or metal poles with a non-
reflective coating.  This is consistent with other approved poles in the area that are 
more visible and closer to public rights-of-way.   The proposed transmission line 
poles will be between 60ft. and 70ft. The varying height of the poles, will 

accommodate the variation in the topography to ensure the wires maintain a consistent 

height.  The applicant has requested an FAA “Determination of No Hazard” for the 
proposed transmission line.  A “No Hazard Determination” is expected form the 
FAA.  Several routes for the transmission lines were discussed, with the proposed 
route ultimately being the most feasible. 
 

9. HEARING SUMMARY:  
Staff – Staff gave a presentation of the proposed transmission line.  Staff discussed the 
visual impacts and considerations for alternative routes as well as difficulties with 
undergrounding and co-location.  Staff answered several questions from the Planning 
Commission about bird habitat, FAA requirements and whether there were plans for the 
electrical grid in the area and whether this application would limit development potential.      

  
Applicant –The applicant described the solar project that this transmission line would 
serve and stated the need for power in the area as well as the State requirement for 
renewable energy.  The applicant explained the height of the proposed poles compared to 
others approved in the area and elaborated on the decision to use the proposed route.  
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The applicant addressed questions about bird habitat, FAA notification and questions 
about the solar facility itself. 
 
Public Testimony - There was no public testimony.    
 
Commission Deliberation - The Planning Commission asked questions throughout the 
staff presentation and the applicant testimony.  During deliberations the Commissioners 
stated their concerns were addressed.  One Commissioner expressed concern about the 
general lack of co-locating in the City, while understanding the difficulties of this 
application.          

 
Motion – Kim Kambak made a motion to approve the application as written.  Bob Orlando 
seconded the motion and the motioned passed with 5 in favor and 1 abstention due to a 
conflict of interest.  

 

Conditions of Approval:  Application Cu-2015-104 to allow the construction of a 
transmission line in the M-1 zone is approved, subject to the findings stated in the staff 
report, those conditions contained within and the following conditions of approval set forth 
below: 
 

General Conditions 
1. The applicant shall adhere to the dimensional standards as set forth in the 

submitted site plan. 
 
2.   The applicant shall meet all FAA standards and provide verification that the facilities 

are within compliance with FAA rules. 
 

3.  The applicant shall use non-reflective wire and a non-reflective coating on all metal 
 poles as stated in the applicant’s burden of proof. 

 
4. The applicant shall not negatively impact any existing easements and shall be 

responsible for relocating other utilities if made necessary by this application.   
 

5. The applicant shall secure any and all City, County, State or Federal permits or 
approvals prior to operation. 

 

6.  The applicant shall comply with all applicable requirements of the M1 zone and 
relevant portions of the City of Prineville Code of Ordinances. 

 
 
 

THIS DECISION BECOMES FINAL December 15th, TWELVE (12) DAYS FOLLOWING THE 
SIGNING OF THIS DECISION UNLESS APPEALED BY A PARTY OF INTEREST. 
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